
ARTS Tuesday, July 4, 2006 
'Stone' Renders a Vermont City's Origins in Grit and Granite 

By KATIE ZEZIMA 
Published: July 4, 2006 

MONTPELIER, Vt., July 3 — The men and their 

families came to Vermont from Canada, Scotland, Italy, 

Spain and Ireland at the turn of the last century for one 

reason: to work in the granite quarries. 

Some blasted out rock 

from beneath the Green 

Mountains, while others 

meticulously shaped the 

white slabs into works 

of art. They also 

transformed Barre, a 

once-sleepy central 

Vermont town, into a 

bustling, blue-collar 

melting pot where 

pride in the declining 

industry, and an ability to spot bad granite, still run deep. 

Now the words of the men and women who were lured 

here by the promise of quarry work are heard again in 

"Stone," a docudrama written and directed by Kim Bent 

and performed by the Lost Nation Theater here, eight 

miles west of Barre. 

"Stone" is based on the book "Men Against Granite," a 

compilation of interviews that Mari Tomasi and Roaldus 

Richmond did in the 1930's with granite workers and 

their families. The conversations, part of the Works 

Progress Administration's Federal Writers Project, sought 

to chronicle life across the country. 

Mr. Bent had long wanted to do a production about the 

granite industry, to explore both its local roots and the 

connection he believed it had to theater. 

"I was attracted to the idea of the relationship between the 

stone worker and his heart, and the fact that something 

was going on in there," Mr. Bent said. "Like theater, it is 

a collaborative art form. It takes so many people coming 

together to make it happen." 

"Stone" first ran last 

summer, and was so 

successful that Mr. Bent 

brought it back. It runs 

through Sunday. The 

characters are, for the 

most part, composites of 

the people who were 

interviewed rather than 

mirror images of them. 

Elia Corti, a granite worker who was shot during a 

political rally in 1903, is the narrator. Almost all of the 

dialogue is text from the interviews, which Mr. Bent 

copied and shaped into scenes and characters. The play 

also relies heavily on traditional Irish, Italian and French-

Canadian music to serve as a bridge between characters. 

This year Mr. Bent tweaked the show, choosing to 

explore further the tension that has seemed to have a grip 

on Barre since its name, according to the play, was 

chosen by the winner of a fistfight between a man from 

Barre, Mass., and a man from Holden, Mass., in 1793. 

A scene from "Stone," a play based 
on the words of Barre, Vt., 
quarrymen in the 1930's, written 
and directed by Kim Bent. 
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This strain comes through in the play in abundant 

drinking, ethnic jokes that are thrown around in bars and 

lead to altercations, and the cries of widows trying to 

support families. Mr. Bent chronicles it through 

generations, from the first immigrants who struggled with 

assimilation to their children and grandchildren, who 

grappled with working in such a dangerous environment. 

"Stone" depicts an industry built on both pride and 

sorrow, work that allowed men to make their mark 

through stonecutting but in many cases ultimately killed 

them. One scene shows men boasting of their quality 

work and ability to do just about anything in a quarry. 

Afterward, a group of widows whose husbands have died 

of lung disease or in accidents appear onstage, speaking 

of their struggle to make ends meet by crocheting, 

cooking and selling bootleg liquor while rearing 

fatherless children. 

"Many times I wished he used to keep painting rather 

than work in granite," one Spanish widow who sells 

crochet work says. "It is very lucky for me I learned how 

to do this work. How else would I support myself and my 

three children?" Mr. Bent said his characters had simply 

come together from the interviews. "The initial work was 

done so well in how it captured the voices of these 

people," he said. He and cast members, who mostly hail 

from the area, said working on "Stone" had given them a 

different view of the granite industry, cemeteries and the 

notion of memorializing oneself. 

"When I carve a name on a memorial, I make a memory 

of that life," one stonecutter says in the play. Mr. Bent 

said: "It makes you realize that it is not necessarily a 

selfish thing to want to memorialize oneself. It gives 

people who do this work a chance to be remembered." 

The show, the actors said, also reflects the chasm between 

Montpelier, the state capital, which is filled with 

coffeehouses and boutiques, and Barre, where pizza 

places and chain restaurants are the norm. Some are upset 

that the play is not being performed there. But audiences 

are still coming, including a group of older people from 

Barre who had never been to Montpelier and the theater. 

Last week an elderly man who provided the model for a 

character played by Mark Roberts took his family. They 

stayed after, and said the story the character tells during 

the play is one he has been regaling his family with for 

years. 

"They said it was wonderful," Mr. Roberts said. "But it 

does give you pause to think you might be portraying 

someone whose family is in the audience." Other cast 

members said they had seen older women crying in their 

seats and men solemnly nodding their heads at depictions 

of the mine. People whose fathers died of lung disease or 

who are friends of people portrayed in the show have 

stopped to speak to cast members. 

"There are nights when there is an older person in the 

audience who leans over and says, 'I remember that,' " 

said John D. Alexander, another actor in the production. 

The show, the actors said, allows people to remember 

heady days in a city now beset by financial problems and 

an industry that is on the decline. "It brings back 

memories people haven't felt in a long time," said Mary 

Wheeler, who lives in a Barre home with granite steps. 

Carol Dawes, who plays a Syrian immigrant peddler in 

the play and sits on the Barre City Council, thinks the 

play is a lesson for her home. "We can't pass a budget, 

and eight miles down the road, we're singing and dancing 

about Barre," she said. "It's all the things we seem to have 

lost touch with in Barre.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




